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New �laehlne. 

A new and valuable machine for the laying 
off the wet sheets of paper as tast as it is mlln· 
factured, has recently been invented and pa· 
tented by Mr. George L. Wright of Springfield. 
The first one yet constructed is now in ope
ration at the ;Japer mill of the Messrs. Ames, 
and is well worthy a visit. The number of 
hands saved on each machine for manufactu
ring paper is three, and the work is accom
plished with far greater precision and without 
waste. vVe see no reason why the machine 
in question cann ot be applied with eqllal ad
vantage to the Napier printing presses in lay
ing off the wet sheets as fast as they are prin
ted. 

The progress making in the perfecting of 
machinery is exceedingly rapid. Quite a 
number of machines have been constructed in 
this town, within the past year, two of which 
are doubtless known to our reauers, viz: the 
machine for cutting staves, mortices, tenons, 
&'c., and that by which stone is dressed and 
cut with far greater accuracy than by hand. 
The inventors of all these machines will 
doubtless receive, as they should, handsome 
remunerations.-Springfleld Republican. 

It ought to be known everwhere, that the 
fire in Beck &. Coo's store in Broadway, this' 
city, recently, was caused by the omission, 
in building, of the tin lining to the hot air 
flues coming up from the furnace in the cel
lar. These have been extensively omitted 
lately, we believe, as unnecssary. In this 
case, the bricks became so heated, as to set 
the adjacent wood on fire. The fire spread 
-very rapidly after it burst into a blaze. Al
though there were no less than sixly clerks in 
the im!llense establishment, it was impossI
ble to subdue the flames without calling in 
the engines. There was a loss of $50,000 in 
a very short lIme. Everything about a buil
ding should be secure and nothing left to pro
babilitie &. 

Dea fness. 

M. Bannafont, of Paris, a mIlitary surgeoB, 
gave an account at the January session of the 
Academy of Sciences, of a method employed 
by him in cases of deafness, to ascertain whe
ther the nerve of sound has lost all i:s suscep
tibility. He has ascertained that the skull 
is a good conductor of vibration, and that, if 
it be struck by vibrating objects, the nerve of 
the ear is acted upon whenever its suscepti
bility has not been entirely destroyed. 

A Silver Cradle. 

It has generally bpen thought a great piece 
of good fortune to be born with a silver spoon 
in or,e's mouth: but it appears from ancient 
records of Liverpool, that a child of a Mayor 
of Liverpool, born during his mayoralty, IS en
titled to a still greater piece of good fortune
a Silver Cradle. The present Mayor has had 
an accession to his family, and hints that he 
will insist on his rights. 

Degrees. 

Astronomers calculated distances by the 
following rule; All circles were divided into 
360 parts or degress. Any other uumber 
would have done, had mathemattcians chosen 
alld hence the French divided their circles 
into 400 degrees, but the Englishman, think
ing the first trouble the least, sought for a 
number that would divide into halves, quar
ters and eighths, &'c., without fractions; thus 
making many calculations much easier than 
by using other numbers. 

British T e a .  

The government of India have resolved to 
allow £40,000 a year, for some years to come 
to be bestowed on experiments on the cultiva
tion of tea on the banks of the Beas, in the 
newly acquired Sikh dominions, and in Simla 
districts. Sir J. Davis ha� been directed to 
procure a supply of seed, and to send from 
some of the first tea gardens III China some of 
the best cultivators that can be found. 

9dentifi! 

Wood Set on Fire bT Steam. 

Mr. Braidwood, Superintendent 01 the Lon
don Fire Engine Establishment has stated in 
evidence before the House of Lords that from 
observation, he believes that in many instan
ces timber by long exposure to heat not above 
boJling water, is brought into su.cn ..-condi
tion that something like spontaneous combus
tion lakes place. It may take a long time he 
said, eight or ten years, from the heatof pipes 
used for conveying steam, hot air, or heated 
water to brIng wood into this state that may 
be in contact with these pipes, so as to in
duce the actual ignition of the timber. But 
Day &. M.artin's blacking manufactory i'l Lon
don was burned down in 1844, from wood 
spontaneously igniting that had boen a long 
time exposed to heat of warm waterpipesand 
the temperature of the water never was above 
300 degrees. 

SlUlth's Yea and Nay Mac hine. 

The machine of Mr. SmIth of Baltimore, 
for taking the yeas and nays of Legislative 
bod ies, has been submitted to Congress and 
referred to the Committee of Public Buildings, 
This is the machine which was noticed some 
time ago in the Scientific American. Mr. 
Smith offers to erect it in the house of Con
gress for $3,000. It would soon save the mo
ney in a saving of time. 

Ice In London. 

There is an enterprising Yankee in London 
who manages the ice bmliness with immense 
profit to himself and the company with which 
he iii connected. He presents himself as 
the agent of the American Ice Company; he 
hal! a patented Ice Safe, which he leaves 
throughout the City at the hO'lses of the gen
tly and others, from whom he receives for 
each safe one or two guineas a year, supply
ing them also with ice, which he receives 
from a Company in the United States. He 
is coining_ID_o_n_e-'yc.... ______ _ 

M.ln d Small Things. 

Pick up that pin, it is worth saving. And 
that rusty nall will come in play. A cent is a 
small ancount; but a hund:'ed make a dollar. 
Money seldom comes in large quaditie,. Pick 
it up little oy little, if you would b€come rich 

A copper a day amounts to more than three 
dollars a year. 

, ------------

Town Swallowed by an Earthquake. 

The London News says that" the Neapoli-
tan steamer Capri brought intelligence from 
Syracuse that the earthquake which was felt 
there on the 11th had laid the city of Augusta 
in ruins. The first shock was felt at 1 PM., 
and was so violent that all the people fled 
frOID their houses. A following one, a few 
minutes afterwards, destroyed the whole 
place except 27 houses: the whole place sunk 
and where i� formerly stood there was no 
bottom at 50 fathoms. The last accounts 
from Syracuse state that 35 dead bodies had 
been found, and 59 wounded recovered from 
the ruins. 

Extension of a Patent. 

On the petition of the patentee for an ex
tension of seven years on a patent granted to 
Solomon Merrick, at Springfield, Mass" 
which expires on the 17th of August, a hear
ing will be had at the Patent office, on the 
first Monday In July. 

Shutting Up Shop. 

While many of the manufact unng compa
nies 0; New England are reducing the wages 
of their operatives, and curtailing their man
ufactures. we notice a statement that the di
rectors of the cotton factories at Uxbridge are 
aboul to take measure", to close their mills, 
they haVIng a very large amount of goods on 

hand. 

A New Cure for COllsumptlon. 

A Mr. Des Champs has recently addressed 
a letter to the Academy of Sci�nces, (Paris,) 
in which he asserts that he has discovered an 
infallible remedy for diseases of the lungs, 
even when tubercles have formed. He has 
forwarded his receipe, and sent security to 
the val ue of 70,000 francs, to be forfeited in 
case the effic�cJ of his remedy should not be 
established by experience. 

The telegraph between New York and Hal
ifax will be campI eted by the month of Au
gust next. 

2\merican. 

A. Valuable invention. The French Telegraph. 

A most valuable discovery has been made In France the electric telegraph is a mono-
m Paris, by M. Leclere, a house painter, in poly of the government, and so is its use-· 
the successful substitution of the white of zinc, the latter being confined exclu5ively to the 
for white lead. He states that the sllbstituted government. Neither individuals nor the 
product, inde pendently of its use being unat- I press can ha7e access to it, or employ it, for 
tended with the dangers to health caused by love or money. This gi;'es a power to the 
white lead, IS of a more pure white, and of- government over the people greater than a 
fers a better resistance to the causes of change hundred thousand increase of its soldiery, and 
of color which affect the white obtained from to any speculatof in connection with, or in 
lead. He adds that he employs two hundred the confidence of the government, the power 
workmen, and that since they have used the of amassing his millions at the expense of the 
white of zinc not one of them has been at- less favored public. 
tacked by the painter's cholic, or by any olh- --T-)).-e-E

-c-I-I p-.-e-. --
er of the diseases caused by the use of white As the Sun on Sunday morning, says the 
lead. Boston Traveller, was completely obscured 

[Our painters should adopt the lise of thIS by clouds until 9 o'clock, tile astronomers in 
substitute immediately. Gambrirlg"and in this �it,y. W�" unable to· 

Alleviation from Cough. 

Persons using stoves for warming apart
ment8 will find that a small piece of common 
resin dipped in the water which is placed at 
a stove, will add a peculiar property tf) the 
almosphere of the room, which will give 
grer.t relief to persons troubled with cough, 
who breathe the atmosphere gf the apartment 
The �eat of the water is sufficient to throw 
eff the aroma of the resin, and gives the same 
relief a"S is afforded by a combustion of the 
resIn. It is preferable to combustion. because 
the evap"ration is more durable. The same 
resin may be used for weeki!. 

Alllerican Journal of AgrIculture and 

Science. 

We have received the March number of 
this valuable monthly. It is full of interest
ing matter to the agriculturist and all those 
who have a taste for good scientific matter. 
C. N. Bennet the famous scientific and prac
tical farmer is Editor, and Prof. Emmons is 
one of the constant contributors There is 
an excellent article on the Blossburg Coal 
Mines by J. Tremp€!", worthy of attention. 
The article on the" Cast Iron Plough," HOW
ever, should have been credited to the N. Y. 
Tribune. Price 2 dollars per annum. Publish
ed by E. H. Pease, Albany, N. Y. 

Mercantile Honor. 

Edward Wiley, Esq., a mel'chant of Savan
nah. who failed in business some years ago, 
a\ld compounded with his creditors by an e
qual distribution of his means among them, 
has since discharged the Illoral obligation 
resting upon him by paying up all the arrear
ages from which he had been legallydischar
ged. His creditors to mark their high sense 
of Mr. Wiley's mercantile honor and moral 
integrity, have presented to him two elegant 
oil ver pitchers, with appropriate inscriptians. 

The Coal Trade for 1848. 
The colliers of Pennsylvama expect a good 

trade this year, and by the Pottsville Empo
rium we learn that vessels will be more plen
ty for cargoes, as in Maine alone, more than 
double the number of vessels which ever has 
been finished in one year, was built Jast sea
son, all of which will be ready for the carry
ing trade of this year. Hence we also expect 
coal at a somewhat reduced price next winter. 

New Invention. 

A Capt. has invented a machine to measure 
the depth of the ocean, by night or day, and 
to tell the nature of the bottom -and other cu
rious thlDgS. Also a sort 01 balloon, to go in
to the higher regions of the air, and observe 
the solar clouds, whose existence was not 
known till 1842 -Ex. 

A balloon story. truly. 

Lusus Natura. 

The wife of a respectable carpenter in J er
sey city, was, on Thursday last, delivered of 
a fine heaUhy child, who, altiJough beauti
ful in form and feature, presented the most 
extraordinary spectacle of a head, which, in 
lieu of hair, was covered with feathers, Ie
sembling those of a canary bird. The mother 
aHd child are both doing well. A feathery 
story. 

Envy. 
Whenever we behold a man endeavoring to 

injure the char�cter of his neighbor who has 
done him no wrong, we consider that man an 
enemy to his race, and If he is a professor of 
religion, we consider him as having" robbed 
heaven of its livery to rerve the devil in." 

make observations as they intended. 

Temperance In l!lurope. 

A movement is now making III Paris fol' 
the formation of a temperance society in the 
English and American fashion. Many emi
nent persons are interested in the affair. 

Long Sea Weed. 

Sir George Simpson in his journey through 
the world, said that near Calvert's Island, he 
saw a sea-weed growing to the surface of the 
ocean from the depth of thirty or forty fath
oms. 

Gov. Briggs, at the Temperance meeting 
in FanAuil Hall, Boston, on Tuesday last, sta
ted that the report of the Committee appoint
ed to inquire in regard to the idiots in the 
Commonwealth showed that there were from 
1,200 to 1,300 of that un�ortunate class, and 
also the astounding fa«t, that from 11 to 1200 
of them were born of drunken parents. 

The editor of the Yorkville, S. C. Miscel
lany has had snch a crowd of subscribers 
come all at once to pay up, recently, that he 
was obliged to " turn some off, for want of 
time to attend to them." He begins seriously 
to think of indulging in the luxury 0; butter 
on his potatoes. 
--------

The sweepings an'! rubbi3h of Paris are 
ilold to the persons who remove them, at their 
own expense, for 500,000 francs. After hav
ing been rotted in pits for that purpose, the 
soil is sold at the rate of 3 and 5 francs per 
cubic metre, and produces about the sum of 
3,000,000 francs. 

An Orienta! prince was afflicted with a 
nervous disease, which, his physician told 
him could only be cured by wearing the 
shirt of a happy man. A search was made 
for such a man, but, alas for the prince, it 
was found that the happy fellow had no 
shirt. 

Geo. K. Pardee of Wadsworth, Ohio, says 
in a letter to the Cleveland Plain Dealer, 
that Ex-Governor Sewald, ar,d Hall. Christo
pher Morgan of this State are interested with 
Wood's heirs equally, in the benefits propo
sed to be conferred by the renewal of the iron 
plough patent. 
-------

A mammoth manufactory has been built ill 
Ranstead court, Philadelphia, by Hulings 
Cowperthwaite, It is the largest buildiBg of 
the kind ever erected in Philadelphia, and is 
intended for machine making, book binding, 
lithograph printing, silver-working, &C. Its 
different .'Ipartments are capable of accomoda
ting twelve hundred operatives. 

The French steam corvette Cuvier, was 
destroyed by spontaneous combustion of her 
coals, elf Majorca, on the 26th Jan. Her of
ficers and crew escaped on board a Spanish 
vessel. 

We are indebted to Senate Dix, for impor
tant Congressional documents, also R. H. 

Pruyn, Esq., of New York Legislature, fOf" 

valuable Legislative papers. 

The inclia rubber springs of F. M. Ray of 
this City are now being used on the WQfCeS
ter rail road, M as�. 
-----------------

The project of a Railroad from thc Erie-
road at Newburg to Hartford, is llgitated in 
the Connecticut papers. 

-----

A bill to give laborers a lieu \lpon railroads 
has been rejected in Qur Sell ate. We are 
sorry for this. 
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